


Thank You 
 

This event would not have been 
possible without the efforts of our Event 
Committee, especially its Chair, DVCF 
Treasurer Marian Williams. Her 
dedication to the caucus and veterans in 
beyond measure. We also thank 
Rebekah Lopez, the Marriott Event 
Coordinator, and all of the hotel staff 
for their help in organizing and running 
this event. We thank our speakers, Dr. 
Walcutt, State Representative Eskamani 
and all of our Board Members and 
County Caucus Presidents who 
participated as speakers and organizers. 
We thank all those in attendance for 
your interest in veteran issues. Above 
all, we thank the veterans and military 
families for all the sacrifices made for 
America’s protection. 
 

             The DVCF Leadership 



 

To the 2020 Democratic Veterans 
Caucus of  Florida Retreat 

 

From the Officers 

President Phil Giorno 

Vice President Elena McCullough 

Treasurer Marian Williams 

Secretary Carol Lawrence 

Past Pres. Col. Vic Ogilvie (USAF, Ret.) 

 

Our Mission for the Veterans 
Promote the Election of Democratic Veterans 

Encourage Democratic Candidates who Support Veterans 
Increase the Involvement of Veterans in Elections 

 

Paid for and approved by the Democratic Veterans Caucus of Florida,  
PO Box 953663, Lake Mary, FL  32795. Not authorized by any candidate 

or candidate’s committee. 













Performing at the DVCF  

Reception Friday Night! 
 

To the DVCF members, much success on 
your event. Thank you for your service! 

“Touching Lives One 

Note at a Time!” 
 

For Booking Contact 855-SAXMAN1 or 
Info@saxmanfuqua.com 

 
 
 

 

Congratulations to the DVCF and its 14 
County Caucuses which were certified in 2019, 

listed with their presidents. 
 
 

Bay County; Reuben Sparks 
Rbnsparks@aol.com 

 

Brevard County; John Frazier 
jdf2666@aol.com 

 

Charlotte County; Joseph Comeaux 
Jjcomeaux@hotmail.com 

 

Hernando County; Pamela Hoback 
Vetcaucus.hc@gmail.com 

 

Hillsborough County; Kevin Washington 
Kevin.washington.jr@live.com 

 

Lake County; William“Richard” Lockette 
richardlockette@gmail.com 

 

Marion County; Mary Savage 
marysavage63@hotmail.com 

 

Osceola County; Dr. LeWayne Johnson 
rljjohnson12@gmail.com 

 

Palm Beach County; Carlton Cartwright 
carlton3553@gmail.com 

 

Pasco County; Robert Keenan 
bkdem9@gmail.com 

 

Pinellas County; Tice Ridley 
tridley29@hotmail.com 

 

Sarasota County; Tony Mowry 
Tony.mowry@gmail.com 

 

Seminole County; Ernest Langdon 
Ernie.l.langdon@gmail.com 

 

Volusia County; Danny Fuqua 
President.vcdvcf@gmail.com 



Dennis Plews, DVCF Founding Member and Director, 
Founding Member and Director of Florida Veterans for 
Common Sense, and a Director of the Sarasota County 
Veterans Commission. Retired attorney, having graduated 
with honors from FSU College of Law.  
Inventor with three patents. Served in Viet Nam in 1968 in 
Fire Direction Control/Forward Observer with C Battery, 3rd 
Battallion, 82nd Artillery of the 196th Light Infantry. I 
worked with others to ensure the establishment through the 
Florida Legislation of veteran treatment courts in Florida. 

Frank Doglione, DVCF Director. Born in Flushing New 
York in 1945. Enlisted in the U.S. Air Force in November 
1965, Graduated basic Jet Engine school in May of 1966 and 
assigned to McGuire A.F.B. NJ. In 1967 assigned to 
McConnell A.F.B. for training on the Jet Engine used in the F-
105. After training assigned to Karat Royal Thai Air Base 
Thailand. In 1968 I was assigned to Dover A.F.B., DE. In 1969 
I was discharged from the Air Force and joined the US Air 
Force Reserves in 1970, winding up as flight engineer with the 
702nd Military Air Lift Squadron. I retired in 1996 as a 
Master Sargeant. While in the Reserves, I worked as a pilot 
for Eastern Airlines. I have been involved with many veteran 
organization for the past ten years and am a veterans service 
officer under the Disabled American Vets. Been involved with 
the veterans courts since 2017. 
 
Carlton Cartwright, DVCF Media Chair, Director and 
president of the Palm Beach County caucus. Served in the US 
Air Force from 1978 to 1984 as Staff Administration Support, 
Strategic Air Command, March AFB, CA and USAFE 
(European Theater) and Homestead AFB, FL. Have worked 
as a substitute teacher in elementary, middle and high school 
and am now an Adjunct Professor at Palm Beach State 
College having aquired a BS at Palm Beach Atlantic 
University, an AS Degreee & Certification in Motion Picture 
Film Production at Palm Beach State College and a MS in 
Criminal Justice at Lynn University. I have worked as a 
photographer, a security guard and from 1993 to present as 
the Executive Director of The Children’s Coalition, Inc., 
teaching at-risk youth technical skills in filmmaking. I also 
work to collect videos of veterans discussing their experiences 
as part of the Library of Congress’ Veteran History Project. 



The Honorable Anna Eskamani 
(born May 20, 1990) is an American 
politician who is the member of the  
Florida House of Representatives from 
the 47th district in Orange County. 
Eskamani was born in Orlando, 
Florida to parents who immigrated to 
the United States from Iran. Eskamani 
has an older brother Arya, and a twin 

sister Ida. Eskamani's family was working class, with both of 
her parents working multiple jobs to make financial ends 
meet. In 2004, Eskamani's mother died of colon cancer.  
She graduated with two bachelor's degrees in 2012 and two 
master's degrees in 2015 from the University of Central 
Florida (UCF). She also earned two certificates and taught at 
UCF as an adjunct professor. She is pursuing a PhD at UCF in 
Public Affairs.  
Eskamani first began to become more engaged in advocacy 
work as a student at UCF, resulting in her focusing on 
women’s issues and volunteering with groups like Planned 
Parenthood. In 2012, she was hired to serve as a Development 
Coordinator and worked at Planned Parenthood for six years, 
rising to become the organization's Senior Director of Public 
Affairs and Communications for the merged affiliate known as 
Planned Parenthood of Southwest and Central Florida.  

In 2017, Eskamani announced her candidacy for the 47th 
district seat in the Florida House of Representatives. During 
her campaign, Eskamani gained national media attention for 
her advocacy on women's issues and gun safety legislation. 
Pulse nightclub is located in Florida's 47th district, and 
Eskamani would speak to issues of gun violence often.  
Eskamani was elected in the general election on November 6, 
2018, winning 57 percent of the vote over 43 percent of 
Republican candidate Stockton Reeves. With this victory, 
Eskamani would become the first Iranian-American to serve in 
the Florida Legislature. 
Eskamani has been appointed to serve on four legislative 
committees in the Florida House of Representatives. They 
include Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs Subcommittee, 
Oversight, Transparency & Public Management 
Subcommittee, PreK-12 Quality Subcommittee, and Ways & 
Means Committee. 

Dr. J. J. Walcutt, former Democratic 
presidential candidate, is a scientist, mom, 
thought-leader, and innovator who 
specializes in education, government, and 
military readiness. Walcutt holds a 
doctorate in psychology and has over 20 
years of experience in research focused on 
training and education across the lifetime. 

Most recently she reported to the Pentagon, leading an 
education initiative for the Department of Defense, where she 
collaborated with more than 85 education stakeholders across 
all disciplines to craft an innovative blueprint—Modernizing 
Learning: Building the Future Ecosystem. She also served as a 
delegate to NATO and Partnership for Peace, and as a Human 
Innovation Fellow under the Office of Personnel Management 
where she wrote the redesign plans for government 
modernization.  
 

William Richard Lockette (“Richard”) was born in Roanoke, 
Virginia. He moved permanently to the Washington DC Area in 
1970. Richard retired from The Veterans Administration in 
Washington DC as The Military Service Coordinator after 30 years. 
One of his proudest moments was conducting the separation from 
the Military of General Colin Powell when he retired. After retiring 
from the VA Richard worked 7 years for the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars. He retired as Master Sergeant of the United States Air force 
after 30 years having served 4 years Active Duty during the Viet 
Nam Era and 26 in the Air Force Reserves. He moved to Leesburg 
Florida in 2007 and is currently Quarter Master/Service Officer for 
VFW Post 6389 and President of the Lake County Democratic 
Veterans Caucus. Richard is proud of his 2 adult daughters and 
grandson and has been married 38 years to his wife and partner, 
Lillian Lockette.  

Jeff Shepherd, multi-instrumentalist and 
bandleader, plays the saxophone, clarinet and 
flute. Jeff’s musical career began as a middle 
school student in Kokomo, IN. He began 
performing professionally at the age of 16. 
Jeff plays a wide variety of styles, including 
rock, classical and jazz. Since his recent 
retirement from the Florida Department of 
Transportation, he volunteers as a band 
director’s assistant at Southwestern Middle 

School in DeLand, FL. Jeff is a songwriter and was recently 
commissioned to compose a soundtrack for a short film.   
Contact: jeffdshepherd14@gmail.com 
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